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PREFACE. 


HE author of chriſtianity 
Ir as old as the creation, un- 
der this mock- title, has 

made it his real endeavour 
to render all revelation unneceſſary 
and uſeleſs, to repreſent the chriſtian 
as unworthy of God, and reduce all 
men to what he calls the religion of 
nature. The greateſt part of his 
book by far, is, indeed, no better than 
impertinence, quite beſides his argu- 
ment, It is declamation againſt bi- 
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2 PREFACE. 
gotry, ſuperſtition, prieſtcraft, the | 
uſurpations of eccleſiaſticks, their ſpi- F 
ritual tyranny, and encroachments | 
under ſacred and ſpiritual pretences, 
on the liberties and eſtates of the 

people with which chriſtianity has 

nothing to do, but to condemn and | 
forbid ſuch follies and faults. For 
theſe the guilty only are anſawerable ; 
but to charge this guilt on the reli>» 
gion of Jeſus, is e and bare- | 
faced calumny. It favours, it coun- 
tenances, no one of all theſe ewils. 
It forbids ſuperſtition, it decries bi- 
gotry, it condemns all wicked crafts, 
in prieſts and people, all uſurpation 
over conſcience, all dominion over 
the faith of mankind, all ſpiritual 
tyranny, force and perſecution, all 
Mfectation of lordlineſs, in miniſters, 
all thirſt for worldly wealth and 
eſtates, and greedineſs of filthy 
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I any, calling themſelves the 
miniſters of Chriſt, act in contra- 
diftion to theſe charatters or rules 
of the goſpel, let the reproach be 
flung in their own faces; but let 
not their unchriſtian and prepoſte- 
rous conduct be charged on their 
religion, which ſo plainly condemns 
and forbids it. Let the guilty be 
upbraided with, and, if poſſible, ſha- 
med for, their criminal bchaviour ; 
but let not that be objefed to their 
religion, which ſo manifeſtly flies in 
its face, and is utterly irreconcilable 
with it. It were full as reaſonable 
to reproach the religion of nature 
with all the wickedneſs of mankind, 
as to reproach chriſtian religion with 
the unchriſtian or antichriſtian beha- 
viour of ecclefgaſticks, who profeſs 
it, and make this profeſſion ſubſerve 
their ungodly purpoſes and ends. To 
argue from this corruption and a- 
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buſe, in derogation to our religion, 
is not ſober reaſoning, but ſpiteful 
calumny and railing. And reaſon 
itſelf, ſo much cried up and ap- 


plauded by this author, may be as 


righteoufly charged and reproached 
with all the evil, iniquity and mil- 
chief proceeding from its abuſe. 


LET this author expoſe thele 
evils as heartily as he pleaſes, and as 
Hectually as he can. Put to argue 
from them againſt the chriſtian re- 
ligion, is not 775 in itſelf, nor 
wiſe in him. It manifeſts ſenſe- 
leſs ſpite againſt it; no real diſ- 
like of mens abuſe of it in theſe 
practices, but rather a ſecret plea- 
ſure that theſe miſdeeds of theirs, 
give an handle to miſrepreſent and 
calummate the religion they profeſs. 
If men heartily hate ſuch misbeha- 
viour, and would indeed oppoſe and 


rectiſy it, the moſt effettual method 
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| of doing it, is by ſhewing the 


darkneſs of ſuch deeds, in the light 
of that rehgion, that is moſt in- 


‚ juriouſiy and infamouſly wreſted to 


countenance them. Let him rout 
bigotry, ſuperſtition, prieſtcraft, ty- 
ranny over conſcience, perſecution, 
a worldly, lorldly, domineering ſpi- 


rit out of all eccleſiaſticks, 7 he 


can; or if he cannot, let him diſ- 


grace them with all chriſtian peo- 


le, he will do glorious ſervice 
15 to God and mankind. But 


from theſe vices of theirs, to 


take occaſion to revile and rail at 
chriſtianity, muſt rum his deſign. 
Such barefaced 15 againſt ſo ir- 


reproachable, and excellent religion, 


ill ſhew itſelf too plainly thro 
the thin diſguiſe. All the thinking 
world avi ſee, that it is not 
hatred to theſe vices in chriſtian 
miniſters, but ill-will to chriſtian 
religion itſelf, that is the true ori- 


ginal 


PRE FACE. 
ginal of the hideous outcry. They 


would not have theſe abuſes re- 
formed, but rather continued, that 
by this means they may rid the 
world of the religion they hate, 
and all the teachers of it, how 
well ſoever qualified for ſuch an 
office, however blameleſs in it, and 
bow heartily ſoever they purſue 
the true and excellent ends of it: 
And, till this can be effetted, may 
have ſome handle to bait them, and 
blaſpheme their religion. 


6 


I THOUGHT it therefore pro- 
per to cloſe the whole, with a 
ſerious addreſs to both clergy and 
laity. If herein I have uſed a 
freedom, the importance of the mat- 
ter, and the ſtate of things amongſt 
us, muſt be my excuſe. Was 
there not a cauſe? Je guilty 


only will be provoked, and ſome of 
them, perhaps, impreſs d. T hoſe who 


are 
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are guiltleſs, and thorowly believe 
* their religion, and yield to its 
; power and influence, and endeavour 
' to honour it by a ſuitable converſa- 
tion, will bear with it, if they 
may not throughout approve it, 
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7/7293 SHALL cloſe my Remarks on this 
TSS Author, with an humble and ſerious 
53 1 je Addreſs to both Clergy and Laity, 
Woes); Chriſtian Miniſters and the Chriſtian 
People, to exert themſelves, and uſe 
their molt hearty Endeavours, that the Religion 
of Jeſus may ſhine out with an amiable luſtre 
in their own lives, that others ſeeing their good 
works, may glorify their father, who is in hea- 
den; and that they would 20 le heartily endea- 
vour, as far as their influence, in their ſeve- 
ral places, may contribute towards it, that their 
heavenly and excellent religion may diffuſe its 
power amongſt others; that there may not be 


ſo many, under the chriſtian name, that live 


in open defiance with all religion, whether na- 
tural or revealed. The bad lives of thoſe who 
profeſs their holy religion, are, to ſerious chriſ- 
tians, matter of grief, and ſome complaint ; * 
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the mouths of infidels, matter of reproach. This 
indeed is very unjuſt as to our religion It 
were to be wiſhed, one could ſay, it were as 
utterly unjuſt with regard to both miniſters, and 
even many of its bearty friends. But, do they 
all do what they can, or what they ought, to re- 
move this reproach? Do they exert themſelves 
as they /hould, in their ſeveral ſtations for the 
reforming thoſe practices, of which themſelves 
complain, and, on account of which, unbe- 
lievers ſo loudly clamour againſt chriſtiani- 
ty? It is to be feared, be beſt herein are 
too defective. But I hope I may be born 
with in doing the beſt I can, on fo awful an 
occaſion. | 
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E T the moſt reverend, right reve- 
SR red and reverend clergy, and all 

L Rf who call themſelves the miniſters 
of Chriſt, bear with the free- 
dom needful on ſo fad an occa- 
ſion. The matter will not allow of any daub- 
ing. The great corruption of mens morals, viſi- 
ble and general amongſt us, can neither be con- 
cealed nor palliated. The :mpiety and profane- 
neſs, the leudneſs and debauchery, the riot, luxury 
and intemperance, the couzenage and deceit, the 
falſhood and perfidy, the injuſtice, oppreſſion, vio- 
lence and robbery, the detrattion, calumny and 
anders of multitudes are notorious. Theſe open 
and ſcandalous treſpaſſes on the laws of nature, 
are, by infidels, made the reproach of our reli- 
gion. And are not its miniſters bound and con- 
B 2 cerned 
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cerned to do all they can to wipe it off? 
However injurious this reproach be to their re- 
ligion, it will ſtick to bemſelves, if they do not 
excrt themſclves to this purpoſe ; and that in 
ſuch a manner as ſhall make it viſible to all 
men, that they are indeed the miniſters of true 
religion, and much more concerned for its ho- 


nour and advancement, than any honours. and 
emolumerts of ther own, 


To what purpoſe is it to boaſt of powers 
derived from Chriſt, of a commiſſion divine to 
miniſter in holy things, or a ſucce//ian in office 
to apoſtles, if the bufine/s of this office is neg- 
JeCted, the intent of this commiſſion diſregarded, 
and religion lies bleeding, and wickedneſs ſpreads 
triumphantly 3 thro? the criminal neglefts, or bad 
example of them who pretend to bear it ? What 
is the office for? what the powers annexed to it? 
And what are one or the other, if ſeparated from 
their /rue eads ?8 Did Chriſt come down from 
heaven to be rich and great, and honoured a- 
mong men ? was this his end in teaching them 
a die religion © or to bring men to know, and 


tear, and love, and ſerve the living God, and be- 


come like him; to teach them to be pure in 
beart, and holy in all manner of converſation ? to 
de juſt and Heneſi, true and faithful; to be com- 
7«(ſuonate and kind, benevolent and uſeful ; and 
that, in every relation whether more extenſive 
or confined? And did he inſtitute a miniſtry 
for any other ends? And can they ever main- 
tain the Honour of their character in this of- 
fice, ever fairly challenge, or reaſonably expect 
eſteem in it, who either live themſelves at va- 
Hafce with the /aws of Chriſt, or at leaſt quite 
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neglect and forget its ends, and ſhew much more 
concern for their own intereſts, honours And 
powers, than for the honour of their Maſter, 
the /alvation of ſouls, or the promoting ou 
religion; that I mean, which will mend the heart; 
ſhine out in the /ife, and render men truly good, 
virtuous and divine? \ 
CHRISTIAN religion has indeed internal ex- 
cellencies to recommend it; but it muſt be ex- 
emplified, and ſet to view in the lives of them 
who preach it, ere it will effectually reach the 
hearts of the bulk of mankind, And thoſe mi- 
niſters and preachers of it, who ſhew no /incere 
regard to it in their own conduct, will thereby 
much more effectually hinder its ſucceſs, than 
they can hope by their fineſt oratory to recom- 
mend it, if ſuch men could ever really have 
this in view. They will much more live it 
down, than they can ever preach it up. The 
muſt ſhew that they themſelves indeed believe it, 
and, live under 1ts influence, who would per- 
ſuade others thus to believe and live. They 
whoſe lives ſtand in oppoſition to the Laws of 


Chriſt, will hardly perſuade men that they be- 


lieve the religion they preach : And what muſt 
this inſinuate, but that they are prompted to 
preach by oller motives than a value for it? 
that this is heir trade, whilſt themſelves think 
their religion not worth their regard, And why 
ſhould others pay an higher regard to it than 
they? This is not a juſt inference. Indeed 
religion ſhould be regarded for what it is in 
zz/elf, whether they who preach it practiſe it or 
no. But the inference is but too common and 
natural, and a clergyman or miniſter openly 

wicked 
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wicked and immoral, is anſwerable for all th. 
miſchief conſequent upon it. 


Bur where this is not the caſe, nor are 
clergymen notoriouſly vicious and immoral, yet 
if a ſelſiſß ſpirit manifeſtly ſways them, and 
reigns in them, this will raiſe prejudice againſt 
themſelves and their religion. If they are 
worldly, ambitions, imperious, or tyrannical. It 
their authority, eſteem, and revenues are dear- 
er to them than real religion and the common 
ſalvation. Self ſhould be honeſtly diſclaimed by 
them, in every thing they do. They are not to 
preach themſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and 
themſelves the peoples ſervants, for Feſus ſake. 
Whatever their powers be, they are but thoſe of 
miniſters of Chriſt, and ſervants of the people 
for his ſake. Lordſhip and dominion over mens 
conſciences, bodies or eſtates, belong not to 
them ; and it ſhouid be made appear, in their 
whole conduct, that they challenge nothing like 
it. Their maſter's doFrines, according to the 
beſt of their ſkill, they are to preach ; but not 
their own Schemes, or the tenets of a party ; 
nor make any thing neceſſary to be believed in 
order to ſalvation, but what is plainly declared 
ſuch, in the word of truth. Nor are they to 
denounce the wrath of God againſt unbelievers, 
as if it were under their direction, and much 
leſs their own; or do any thing that looks 
like claiming dominion over the faith of chriſtians, 
Cbriſt's rules of life, with the ſanctions by which | 
he has enforced them, they are plainly, and 3 
fairly, and fully to explain, inculcate, and ſet . 
before mankind; but are to add no ſanctions of ; 
their own, to give additional weight to his. It is : 
a ; 
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a vain thing in itſelf, and an impeachment of 
his wiſdom. His in/iituted rites, as inſtrumental 
duties of religion, they are to obſerve and ad- 
miniſter ; but not preſume to mend or better 
his religion by their own; no, nor lay a greater 
ftreſs on his, much leſs on the adminiſtrator of 
them, than the nature of the __ requires. 
They are of no uſe in religion but for the fake 
of their ends: if theſe are anſwered by them, 
what matters it who adminiſters them. But if 
they are ſet in the room of their end, or made 
to deſtroy it, they are not, in ſuch caſe, chriſtian 
rites, but corruptors of chriſtian religion, as all 
of mere human device have more or leſs been. 
And it ſhould be their honeſt and hearty en- 
deavour, that all their miniſtrations may fpread 
religion and virtue among thoſe to whom they 
miniſter ; may reach their hear/s, and regulate 
their lives. Without doing thus they pervert 
their office, make it croſs its original purpoſes, 
at leaſt ſhew no becoming concern, that it may 
reach its proper ends. They neither ferve 
Chriſt, nor the ſouls of men, but themſelves 
only ; which, inſtead of ſpreading and recom- 
mending religion, is the likelieſt way to bring 
both it and themſelves into diſgrace, 


THE only proper method to procure reſpe& 
in any ſtation, is to deſerve it by a faithful 


I diſcharge of one's truſt in it. And thoſe who 


are for ſecuring and enlarging the temporal emo- 
luments of the ſacred function, whilſt they ſhew 
no becoming concern to diſcharge the duties of 
it, or to make it reach its end, ſet their reli- 
gion in a very fal/e light, and give a very odd 
Jample of it to mankind. They ſhew very little 
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of the true ſpirit of their maſter, whoſe kingdom 
was not of this world“, nor did he ever intend 
that the miniſters of it ſhould be maintained or 
enriched at the coſt of others, without a ſerious 
concern to make them truly good. If he has 
ordained, that they who preach the goſpel, ſhould 
live of the goſpel, it is no ordinance of his, that 
thoſe who do not preach it, or, if they do, preach 
without any ſerious concern to ſpread ſound and 
ſpiritual religion, ſhould yet, in virtue of that 
office, engroſs all the wealth they can, and 
live in worldly affluence and fulne/s, pomp and 
grandeur, and in ſenſual pleaſures and de- 
lights, This had been to authorize their na- 
king merchandize of ſouls, the vileſt traffick in 
the world. And it is no wonder if, when men 
boaſt an office of heavenly original, and claim 
powers and honours that are divine, whilſt they 
ſhew little of an heavenly ſpirit, or a frame of 
mind truly divine, that they ſhould make little 
impreſſion on the conſciences and hearts of men, 
or infuſe but little of that holy and bravenly re- 
ligion into them, which they pretend a commiſ- 
ſion, and oftentimes the ſole commiſſon, to teach 
and propagate. 


WourL D the clergy, would all chriſtian miniſters, 
ſtudy to be indeed enſamples to their flocks, to 
make it evident that they ſeek not 7h-irs but 
them, and are much more concerned for 2beir 
ſalvation, than any worldly intereſts of heir own 
and therefore even travel in birth to ſee Feſus 
Chriſt (or the true chriſtian ſpirit) formed in them +, 
to make them devout lovers of God, and ſincere 


lovers 


John xviii. 30. F 1 Cor. ix. 14. 
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4 lovers of men, and practicers of all virtue: 
4 Would they ſhew that their hear! is in their 
work, and that what they chiefly aim at is the 

true deſign of their office ; would they for this 

end not only diligently and faithfully preach in 
publick, but by private and per/onal inſtruction, 

even of the pooreſt and meaneſt belonging to 

b their charge, endeavour to convey religion into 
5 their hearts, to beget in them the true fear of 
$ Gop, a concern for the purity, peace and per- 
feftion of their own minds, and a generous love 
and good-will extending to their whole kind, 
with a regard to all the ſpecial duties owing to 
more confined relations: and this without lay- 
ing greater ſirs/s on externals in religion, the 
rites, the circumſtances, the ſiirts, the fringes of 
it, or nice, curious, cunning and deep ſpeculations 
in it, than is fit, or can reaſonably be thought 
becoming a religion fitted to perſons of all 
| ranks and condition,; without liſting them into 
* ſets and parlies, fireing zeal and deſtroying love, 
4 and all the good offices which as men and chri/- 
tians they owe one another : would they make 

them ſenſible, that as in many things we do all, 

even the very beſt, offend, fo we are all liable 

to miſtakes ; and therefore that they ſhould for- 

bear one another in love: and where rye love 

to Gop, and a concern to pleaſe him, diſcover 
themſelves in any, and a ſtudy, as far as they 

* have attained, to walk by the ſame rule, and mind 
= the ſame things, they ſhould- be thought diſciples 
of the ſame maſter, and ſervants of the ſame 
Gop, and ſhould be owned as ſuch, tho that in 
which they are otherwiſe minded be not yet re- 
vealed to them; according to that maxim of our 
Saviour, they who are not againſt us, are for us; 
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and that all men muſt tnotv his diſciples by their 
/oving one another, they would directly purſue 
be end; of their office, and in a great mea- 
fure take away this reproach out of the mouth 
of Inſidels. 


Wourp my lords the biſhops remember, 
that thoſe who labour in the word and doctrine, 
are to be counted worthy of double honour, and 
would herein be examples to all their ſubject 
clergy ; or, if they did not conſtantly preach, 
would yet inſpect their dioceſes with care; viſit 
each pariſh in them, inquire into the labours, 
aualificatioas and conver/ation of the pariſh mini- 
iters 3 countenance and encourage thoſe they find 
faith/ul, and ſharply rebuke the lazy, the worldly, 
the luxurious, and all who by their irregular 
conduct and behaviour are a /candal to their 
function; and not let the courily part of their of- 
fice intrench upon the chriſtian, 


Wourp our dignified clergy live upon their 
cures, encourage piety and virtue by their lives 


and !abours in their function; and not leave their 


proper buſineſs to raw and inſufficient journey- 
nu, and ſtarve their curates into the bargain ; 


whilſt they enjoy themſelves at eaſe on the profits 
of their livings, without any due care in re- 


1 


turn for the peoples ſouls; tho they can find 
leiſure to ſeek for better prefer mentis or be- 


NeNCS. 


WouLD all the clergy, all preachers and 


teachers of all denominations, all who call them- 


ſelves the miniſiers. of Chriſt, whether in the 
right line of deſcent or not, with, commendable. 


emulation 
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emulation ſtudy to out-do-each other in holineſs 
of life, regularity of conduct, application to their 
proper work, and the moſt zcalous endeavorrs to 
make all of whom they have or take the charge, 
not churchmen, not ſeftaries or party-men, nor 
- catholicks of a particular cut, but catholicks 
indeed, real chriſtians, ſincere penitents, ſrue be- 
lievers in, and followers of Cbri/?, ſincerely de- 
voted to God, and hearty lover, of men, and 
fludious of their own purity and perfection, in a 
word, truly wiſe and god; chriſtianity would 
again reſume its luſtre, exert its power, and ap- 
pear, like itſelf, a religion werthy of God, Vice 
would then be out of countenance, irreligion and 
profaneneſs would be under diſgrace, and unbe- 
lievers would have nothing with which to re- 
proach either chriſtianity, or its miniſters. 


Bur whilſt the minifters of Chriſt, in higher 
or lower ſtations, inſtead of acting this part, ſhew 
that they are under the influence of a worldly, 
covelous, ambitious, or lordly ſpirit, and more con- 
cerned for their own wealth, and eaſe, and pomp, 
and power, than for the honour of their Redeemer, 
the intereſt of true, inward and ſound religion, 
and the ſouls of the people; they will never a- 
void reproach and contempt ; and, to their own 
great guilt, will involve chriſtianity in the ſame 
reproach, and render that deſpicable, as well as 
themſelves, Every thing that has a tendency to 
ſerve themſelves, without any plain and direct ten- 
dency to the honour of God and the good of 
mens ſouls, will open the mouths of men againſt 
them, where the dread of puniſhment does not 
keep them ſhut ; or elſe create an averſion to 
religion for their ſake, who pretending to be 
C'2 mini- 
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miniſters of it, do not heartily ſet themſelves to 


promote 2/5 intereſts, but manifeſtly make it ſub- 
ſerve their own. 


Lou cannot be ignorant of the outcries made 
by unbelievers on this head ; how many pages 
of the piece I have remarked on, are filled with 
theſe outcries * A plain Evidence, that this, at 
leaſt, is the moſt popular argument for infidelity. 
How loudly are we told, that all religion, be- 
ſides that of nature, is prieſtcraft ; the contriv- 
ance of its miniſters to enrich and advance 
themſelves, and enſlave mankind *® That even 
chriſtian miniſters, ſo called, have corrupted re- 
ligion with a multitude of ſuperſtitions and rites 
of their cwn deviſing, and dreſs'd it up in ex- 
ternal gaudineſs and pomp, to bewitch the ſenſes 
and !mazinations of men; and this way deprave 
their taite, lead them off from what is ſpiritual 
and real in religion, and bring them into a laviſh 
dependance on gee. That by a pretence 
to ſpiritual powers, they have enflaved mens con- 
ſciences firſt, and by degrees have joſtled kings out 
of their thrones, trampled on their necks, diſ- 
poſed of their ſcepters at pleaſure, and have, 
by the moſt bloody perſecutions, ſupported and 
eſtabliſhed their dominion, laid waſte the fineſt 
countries, and carried inhumanity and barbarity 
higher than ever 74gans did. 


Too much of this is too true to be denied. 
The faits are flagrant. Chriſtian religion is, in 
itſelf, a plain, ſimple, rational and ſpiritual 
religion. Its neceſſary defirines are but few, 
and ſummed up in the apoſtle's creed, or 
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even * one much ſhorter ; in this, as Trenaeus, 
Teriullian, &c. tell us, both learned and un- 
learned agreed. The latter owned 10 leſs, the 
former no more, as neceſſary to ſalvation. Its 
rites are only two, baptiſm and the lord's ſup- 
per, Its precepts are all either the plain duties 
of nature, or thoſe founded on the Redeemer's 
office, the peculiar doctrine of the Goſpel. But 
how many articles of faith have from time to 
time been ſuper-added, till the faith of /ome 
churches, even among 7roteſtants, amount to a 
volume? how many rituals have been introduced 
into divine worſhip? and how little have the 
eſſential things of religion, mean while, been re- 
garded ? how fierce have been the diſputes of 
chriſtian leaders, for the pure faith of the goſpel, 
in pretence; but, in fact, for power and domi- 
nion ? how ready have they been to level curſes at 
each other's head, when they had no other way to 
avenge themſelves on diſſenters, and damn all 
who would contradict or oppoſe them? And 
when the civil power was on their ſide, and the 
ſword in their hands, how ready have they been 
to force compliance with their dictates, their 
favourite ſchemes and terms, and their imaginary 
improvements of their Redeemer's religion : to 
impriſon, fine, drive into exile, to hang, burn, 
torture, nay, maſſacre by thouſands thoſe who 
ſtood in their way, or they thought meet to re- 
proach with the odious names of bhereticks or 


 ſchiſmaticks? It is no wonder ſuch meaſures, ſuch 


hractices ſhould ſhock human nature, give men 
a frightful idea of thoſe who uſed them, and 


pre- 


See all the ancient creeds collected in my Lord King's Enquiry 
into the conſtitution of the primitive church. Part ii. 
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prejudice them againſt a religion, from whence 
its preachers pretended to fetch a warrant for 
them. What can give a more horrid notion of 
chriſtianity, than to imagine it authorizes ſuch 
powers or practices: or that it was deſigned, by 
ſuch diſhoneſt, cruel and deſtruftive methods to 
eſtabliſh its minifters dominion over mankind ? 
This is not indeed chriſtianity, but anti- chriſti- 
aniſm. 


AGAINST this ſpirit, and every thing that 
borders on it, or bears reſemblance to it, all 
who have the honour of their religion at heart, 
ſhould guard with the utmoſt concern. The re- 
ligion of your maſter, if you are indeed the mi- 
niſters of Jeſus the prince of peace, is founded in 
love, the moſt glorious and aſtoniſhing love; it 
breathes love and good- will to men in every part 
of it, and diffuſes peace and calm thro? every 
mind that embraces it, and were it generally 
and heartily embraced, would ſpread a calm over 
the face of the whole earth. Ir forbids in its 
miniſters all ambition of maſterſhip or dominion. 
Humility is their greateſt grace and honour. 
He ftands foremoſt in his great Lord's eſteem, 
not who has the largeſt revenues, the moſt ſwel- 
ling titles, or moſt numerous vaſſals, not who can 
beſt accommodate himſelf to the humours of 
courtiers, or recommend himſelf to the great ones 
of the earth; but who condeſcends to the /owe/t 
offices for the good of thole ro whom he mi- 
niſters, and readily makes himſelf be ſervant of 
all. Plainneſ and ſincerity, without any thing of 
tricking art, or covered ſelfiſh views, is what 
ſhould diſtinguiſh every honeſt man; and what is 
a miniſter of Chriſt without this character ? 115 
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himſelf covered no ſelfiſh deſigns with ſacred 
pretences; but denied himſelf, and made /e!f-denial 
the firſt leſſon in his ſchool, the firſt duty of 
his diſciples, what was to be laid as the founda- 

tion of all the reſt ; and can artful, reigning 
ſelfiſhneſs become his miniſters? No affeckation 
of preeminence or dominion appeared in him, tho 
he was lord of all. Nor can ſuch a diſpoſition ever 
ſuit the miniſters of one, whoſe kingdom is not of this 
world, but thoſe only of an earthly prince, Bur 
to acquire ſuch power by art, and ſupport it 
by force, by cruelty and perſecution to teize and 
worry, to hurt and Peg thoſe who will not 
ſubmit to it, is to wap: in the face of your maſter 
and his religion. ought no profeſſors of re- 
ligton but /ancere . e of it, no ſubjects but 
volunteers; ſuch as on full conviction gave him at 
once their names and hearis. Force may make 
hypecrites, never can make chriſtians and believers. 


Faith muſt infinuate into the Heart, can never be 
beaten into the head. 


Fides ſuadenda eſt non imperanda, Lactant. 


EvERyY thing then that looks like h cun- 
ning, like affeftation of empire and dominion over 
conſciences, bodies or eſtates; every thing that 
has the appearance of forcible conſtraint, and much 
more of huriful revenge and rage, againſt modeſt 
diſſenters, or more daring oppo/ers, miniſters 
ſhould cautiouſly avoid and ſhun. If by pro- 
per arguments they can convince or filence gain- 
fayers, if by meek inſtruction they can reclaim 
thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if by motives and 
methods evangelical, that is, both reaſonable, 
wiſe and kind, they can prompt and prevail with 

men 
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men to embrace the religion of Feſus, but eſpe- 
cially come under its power, in God's name let 
them do it, they are but doing their duty, And 
the more induſtriouſly and heartily they labour 
this, the better; they'll be heard with good 
liking, attention and regard; they'll beget an 
eſteem for their religion in the hearts of men, 
if they cannot perſuade them to be religions. 
But if they ſeem to have a de/ign upon man- 
kind, to aim at blinding and enſlaving them, 
and much more to have a /pite againſt them, 
and make them ſuffer hard/hips, if they will 
not bend obſequiouſly to their will, or yield 
chemſelves to their direction and guidance; this 
will make bemſelves ſuſpected and hated, if not 
their religion too, tho nothing can be more 
inconſiſtent with it, than ſuch a conduct is: no- 
thing more «natural in its miniſters, than ſuch 
behaviour, the miniſters of the /owwly, heavenly, 
honeſt, meek, merciful and benevolent Redeemer, 
Muſt not every thing /ordly, <worldly, artful, im- 
petuous, injurious or cruel, look quite out of cha- 
rafter in His miniſters ? 


As miniſters value the honour of their maſter, 


the credit of his religion, their o, uſefulneſs in 


their office, and their ju/# eſteem amongſt men 
founded thereon, let them avoid whatever gives 
ground for ſuſpicion here, Let the lowly, hea- 
venly, condeſcending /pirit ; the plain and un- 
diſguiſed conduct of their mafer, be as conſpi- 
cuous as poſſible in them. Let them appear 


to be acted by the /ame principles, and carrying 


on the ſame benevolent deſigns, in the ſame kind 
and merciful methods, without /e views, with- 
out any encroachments on the 7ights and liberties 


of 
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of mankind, natural or civil, if they would ſtop 
the mouths of infidels, and recommend the re- 
ligion they preach. Nothing but this fair, 
open, conſiſtent dealing with the world, and ſin- 
cere endeavours to make their conduct ſuit with, 
and ſerve the true deſign of their office, will 
ever procure them the regard owing to chri/- 
tian miniſters, nor keep up in men a true re- 
verence for chriſtianity. If this be their de- 
ſign indeed, it will be made appear in their 
whole conduct: Tf any other deſigns that are 
ſelfiſn and inconfiftent with the nature and true 
intention of their office (tho this be made the 
ground of their pretenſions) they muſt loſe their 
efteem with the hinking part of mankind. The 
will call it, and not unjuſtly neither, qrieft. 
craft; and, if they are enemies, will improve 
it to the diſadvantage of chriſtianity : but if not, 
they can haye no very advantageous or honour- 
able ideas of ſuch miniſters. 


I's ſhort, the miniffers of Jeſus, are ſent out 
to preach and propagate his religion, the rue 
religion of nature, with merciful evangelical ad- 
Aitions fitted to the ſinful ſtate of mankind, 
and to prevail on mankind to embrace it, and 
come under its power, For this they are put 
into office. For this enly is their office honour- 
able. He who purſues not this end, by what- 


ever commiſſion he acts, is no chriſtian miniſter, 


nor does deſerve, nor ever wil! procure the re- 
gard of ſuch an one, with perſons of any ſound 


fe. 


Bu if other deſigns inconſiſtent with the true 
nature of their office ſhew themſelves ; if inſtead 
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of promoting real, inward ſpiritual religion ; if in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to make men w/e, and good, 
and virtuous, they labour to make them credulous 
and /uperFitious, fond of pomp, and gaudineſ and 
outward ſhew in religious worſhip, ſubmit to their 
rule, implicit receivers of their dictates, and 
blind reverers of their authority, and labour to 
awe them into this by the powers of the world, 
get injurious, oppreſſive, cruel or ſanguinary 
laws, againſt thoſe who diſpute their claims, 
diſſent from them, or deny them the ſubmiſſion 
they expect, ſtir up the civil power to proſecute 
them as offenders, that is, in other words, to 
perſecute them : if they act a part ſo unnatural, 
indecent and unſuitable to their religion, and 
their own character, they will not appear to 
the thinking part of the world as the miniſters 
of Chriſt, but a ſett of men, who, in the name 
of Chriſt, are advancing themſelves, and endea- 
vouring to bring mankind into bondage to them, 
and that by no very fair, human, or recom- 
mending methods. And hence the inference is 
but too eaſy and natural, either their religion 
countenances them herein, or it does not. If not, 
what are they, who abuſe and belie it with ſuch 
pretenſions ? If it does, does not the whole 
look like the arifu! contrivance of deſigning 
— 18 er 


Is it likely that the Son of God came down 
from heaven, on ſu,çh an errand, to make his 
miniſters lords of the earth, or lords in it, and 
bring the reſt of the world into blind vaſſal. 
age to them, and dependance on them? whilſt 
they ſhew but little concern to make men truly 


religious, lovers of God and of mankind? and 


© diſcover 


: 
4 
} 


diſcover much more oppoſition and enmity to ſuch 
as pay not expected reverence to them, than 
thoſe who violate the plaineſt laws of nature, 
and make a louder outcry againſt thoſe they 
ſtigmatize with Hereſ and ſchiſm, than thoſe who 
are guilty of riot, drunkenneſs, leudneſs, adultery, 
nay, robbery and murder, Can the world believe 
ſuch men are in earneſt the miniſters of Chriſt, 
or true 3 or if they do, what a notion 
muſt they have of true religion, when ſuch 
men ſeem in earneſt only to enrich and aggran- 
dize themſelves, and ſettle their /piritual empire 
over men ? 


Ir is this mixture of the ſpirit of the world 
with religion that has been the great corrupter 
of it, and opened the mouths of infidels againſt 
it, where they have liberty of ſpeech, and made 
others /ecret enemies to it, where their mouths 
are padloct d, and ſuch freedom dangerous. And 
chriſtian religion will never diffuſe itſelf widely 
among men, nor reſume its primitive luſtre, till 
its miniſters are the ſame plain, honeſt, artleſs 
men as were the apoſtles ; as careful to ſet it 
in the view of the world in their own fair ex- 
ample, as little concerned for revenue and power, 
and as much concerned that men thorowly be- 
lieve, heartily embrace and faithfully praiſe the 
religion of their Maſter, as openly profeſs ir. 
This laſt requires but little pains, and deſerves 
no great pay: where ſuch profeſſion is the faſhion 
rulers countenance it, and men of all ranks are 
in it. The bulk of mankind eaſily and na- 
turally come into the rulers faſhion : regis ad 
exemilum, &c. but it requires 5kill, and zeal, and 
diligence, much bumility and ſelf-denial, much pains 

2 and 
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and application, to bring men to the heatty 
belief and practice of it; and indeed that it be 
ſet before them, in a fair attraFive example. 
This ſhould be the chief concern of all who 
call themſelves the miniſters of Chriſt, and will 


be /o, if they are truly ſuch. This, and this 


only, is the likely way to ſtop the mouths of 
infidels, and make the religion of Jeſus more 
generally ſhew forth its power in the lives of 
thoſe who profeſs it, and evidence that Man- 
„ kind are mended by it, and chriſtians are 


arrived at an higher degree of perfection, than 
e the reſt of the degenerate world.” 


Bur how guilty muſt they be before God? 
how criminal in the account of all conſiderate 
men, who' aſſume this ſacred character and of- 
fice, value themſelves highly on it, and claim 
much regard, and ample revenues and powers 
in virtue of it; but inſtead of ſpreading true re- 
ligion, corrupt it, and inſtead of mending man- 
kind, make them worſe ? and by their bad ex- 
ample, negligence, artifice, ambition, or prepoſterous 
zeal for the little things, the externals of reli- 
gion, or the diſtinguiſhing terms or notions of 
their own Tect or party, countenance or con- 
nive at ungodline/s or any immorality, or en- 
courage /pite and /!-will, rage and rancour in 
their followers, and transform the profeſs'd diſ- 
ciples of the meek and lowly Feſus, the lamb of 
God, into. wolves and tygers, and prompt them 
to tear and devour one another under the no- 
tion of enemies, nay, or thus to treat the avowed 
enemies of their religion, in flat contradiction to 
their religion which every where breathes and in- 
culcates the moſt fervent charity, and moſt un- 


feigned 
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feigned and unlimited good-will, and their Maſter's 
example, who came not to hurt and deſtroy, but 
ſave mankind. 


May all the miniſters of chriſt be ſeriouſly 
concerned to ſilence the/e clamours of infidels a- 
gainſt their religion, by a /pirit and carriage 
ſuited to it ; and ſhew themſelves much more 
intent on purſuing the true intereſt of their 
office, more concerned for their Maſter*s intereſt, 
and the diffuſing his religion into the hearts 
of men, than for any intereſt of their own ; ene- 
mies to craft, ambition, tyranny over ſouls or 
bodies, and all kind of perſecution. Magna eſt 
veritas, & prævalebit; great is truth, and it will 
prevail: but then it muſt not be diſhonoured, 


or betrayed, by thofe who are its votaries and 
miniſters, 
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LAITY, or People. 


Gan N D now I turn myſelf to the 
$XBSY xp /aity, as they are commonly called, 
Ain contradiſtinction to the clergy, the 
Re chriſtian people, and that of all di- 
n 91/1015 and denominations, I can- 
not but think there are ſome chriſ- 

tian people amongſt them all. And ſure it is your 
concern as well, tho not quite ſo much, as that 
of miniſters, to remove this reproach, and en- 
deavour that unbelievers have leſs ground to ſay, 
„The world has not been mended fince the 
„ days of the Roman emperor Tiberius, when 
<« firſt their lord and maſter publiſhed his religion 
<* to the world.” If your lives reproach religion, 
if they give the enemies 7 it occaſion to blaſpheme, 
you cannot be guiltleſs. You muſt bear the blame, 
which, by this means, will undeſervedly be laid 
3 on 
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on your religion. Indeed it is not fair, to take 
an account of religion from their lives who pro- 
feſs it, but rather to judge of them by the re- 
ligion they profeſs. But mankind in general, 
have n0 biaſſes in favour of true religion. The 

are naturally unwilling to come under 7ts bonds, 
and are therefore glad of any occaſion to ac- 
cuſe and reproach it, to excuſe themſelves. For 
this reaſon they will judge of it, not as it is 
in it/elf, or as deſcribed in the /acred inſtitutes, 
but as it appears in the lives of chriſtians, and 
that too in the worſt part of their conduct. 
And the caſe —_— thus, all you who call 
yourſelves chriſtians, ſhould be careful, that zo 
part of your conduct may give occaſion to ſuch 
calumnies and flanders on your holy religion, 
but endeavour that the doctrine of your God and 
Saviour be adorned in all things by your conver- 
ſation, Let me on this occaſion ſuggeſt ſome 
things neceſſary to this end to you who are 
chriſtians indeed, and expoſtulate with you who, 
under the chriſtian name, live at variance with 


the religion you profeſs, and lead immoral 
lives. 


os To you who appear to be chriſtians 
indeed, true believers of the religion you pro- 


feſs, and in the general live according to the 
rules of your religion, {ook well to yourſelves, 
that the enemies of your holy religion, take no ad- 


vantage againſt it from your own weakneſſes and 
faults ; and endeavour what in you lies, to make 


others, under your influence, truly religions. 


Firſt, Look to yourſelves, that no advantage 
be taken againſt your religion by the enemies of it, 
| | | | thro? 


— a 


— 52M 


ne Een, 


A 


n 
* * 
* 

„ of 3 


— 


. 


2 


— — 


— — 


_ _ * — — 
— FE . Cord 
o a; » 
* . x ES; £ 
-- oz LL \ = = ——_ * * = 


32 The CLOSE. 


thro* your own weakneſſes or faults. See that 
you underſtand your religion well, and the e- 
vidences which ſupport it. Take it not merely 
upon truſt, from parents, tutors, miniſters or o- 
thers, how high a veneration ſoever you have 
for them, or how deſerved ſoever it be. When 
you are grown to ripeneſs of underſtanding, 
examine for yourſelves, enter into the doZirines, 
precepts, motives of 17 religion, into its na- 
ture and defign, and the moment and importance 
of its ſeveral branches and appurtenances, that 
you may diſtinguiſh a- right between bings that 
differ ; and not be the property, the blind im- 
plicit followers, of any you either have or chuſe 
as your /eachers and guides, Make nothing / 
ſential to your religion, but what nature, reaſon, 
and the plain declarations of the word of God 
make ſuch ; leſt you depart from the /implicity 
of the goſpel, and condemn, difown, hate and 
perſecute whom your common Lord will accept 
and approve, and become more zealous for a 
notion, a ceremony, a ſeit or party, than for what 
is eſſential to religion. Lay not the greateſt 
ſtreſs on things of le moment. Conſider well 
that the end of chriſtianity is, to make men re- 
ligious and virtuous, and let every thing be 
valued, as it more or leſs ſubſerves this deſign, 
Count nothing valuable in religion that has #6 
ſuch tendency 3 and every thing that has a 
counter tendency eſteem miſchievous. The very 
dofrines of chriſtianity themſelves, however fir- 
ted to bonour God, and fill the heart with 
veneration for him, and devotion to him, are 
of little fignificancy, any farther than they pro- 
mote religious practice, and lead to univerſal 
obedience. And if the faith or belief of theſe, 
however 
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however plain and important, and much more if 


intricate, obſcure and of leſs importance, lead 
men off from the ſtudy and practice of the eſ- 
ſential duties of religion, the /ove of God and 
their neighbour, and the purifying their own 
0 they are made to deſtroy their 07 
ends, 


DisT1inGui1sSH well between the e/ſzxtia/s 
of your religion, and the circumſtantials and ar- 
purtenances of it; between the religion of the 
end, and that of the means, and ſee that the 
be placed in due fub/erviency, and that the lat- 
ter be not ſubſtituted in the room of the cer. 
The doctrines of chriſtianity, as has been juſt 
obſerved, have a ſubſerviency to the farther and 
higher purports of religion, But the rituals, 
the minifters of religion, their office, powers, 
miniſtrations, all the other appointed means of 
religion are only for their higher ends, to bring 
men to repent of fin, believe in Chriſt, return to 
God by him, and build them up in holineſs and 
the practice of every duty and branch of true 
religion. Going to publick prayers, to hear /er- 
mons, to receive the Lord's ſupper, are appointed 
means of chriſtianity. But if they are not pur- 
ſued into their proper conſequences, and made 
to promote their proper deu and ends, they 
are little better than profaned. Prayers are for 
the exerciſe and inflaming devotion, to own our 
dependence on God, and expreſs our hope and 
truſt in him, and heighten and increaſe them. 
Sermons are for inſtrutting us in religiouſyeſs, ex- 
plaining and applying the ſcripture doctrines, 
rules and motives, that they may affect the 
heart, and influence and regulate the /ife, The 
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Lord's ſupper is intended to commemorate and 
endear our Redeemer, and bind the obligations 
of our religion to all duties faſter about us. If 
theſe means are not uſed to theſe ends, they are 
abuſed. If we attend on public prayers, with- 
out any devotion, without exerciſing and in- 
creaſing dependence, hope and truſt in God. If 
we hear ſermons only to tickle our ears, or ſtuff 
our heads, or furniſh matter of talk without 
any, at leaſt any due, concern, that our hearts be 
affected, and our lives regulated by the truths 
we hear. If we attend at the able of the Lord, 
without any concern to have our hearts enflamed 
with redeeming love, our ſouls moulded into an 
evangelical temper ; if our repentance and faith 
be not there exerciſed and heightned, love to God 
and our neighbour enflamed, and all the bonds 
of duty hold us not the faſter; but if inſtead 
hereof, we are only religious /or the time, and 
our bonds of duty fit looſer about us afterward, 
we do but mock with God, and cheat ourſelves 
with thoſe obſervances, how divine ſoever in 
their appointment or inſtitution, If rituals are 
placed in the room of morals, eſpecially thoſe 
of mere human device, the traditions of men in- 
ſtead of the commands of God ; if the means 
of religion are made to ſtand inſtead of the 
end; if going to prayers, to hear /ermons, to 
the /acrament, are made the whole of religion, 
inſtead of helps to the being religious, the very 
deſign of them is defeated, and chriſtian inſtitu- 
tions ſet in oppoſition to chriſtianity. 


GuaRD with utmoſt caution and concern 
againſt ſuch fatal miſtake and abuſe. Do not 
place a right belief or a contentious zeal for it, 


going 
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going to church, hearing ſermons, attending the 
ſacrament, or attachment to any miniſters, whe- 
ther prelatical, or preſbyterian or popular; whe- 


ther in the right line of ſucceſſion or out of 
it; in the room of inward, real piety, purity of 


heart and life, or juſtice, charity and cordial b-ne- 
volence towards your neighbour, towards all your 
kind. It is not the chriſtian name, but the divine 
nature diſplaying itſelf in an holy, heavenly and 
uſeful life, in the performance of every branch 
of known duty to God and man, that muſt prove 
you chriſtians indeed. A chriſtian's faith muſt be 
Herten by his good works &, without thoſe it is dead. 
THe is not a chriſtian, any more than a jew, 
who is one outwardly only, in name, in ſhew, 
in form only; but he is @ chriſtian who is one 
inwardly, whoſe heart feels the impreſſion and 
influence of the religion he profeſſes, and whoſe 
life ſhews this in the faithful performance of 
all known duties, and whoſe praiſe is not of men 
but of God; who deſires and ſeeks the approba- 
tion of God, not the applauſe or good word of 
men, 


ADM1rT nothing into your religion, that is 
ſuperſtitious and whimfical, filly or ridiculous. 
Chriſtianity is in w/elf a plain, grave, rational 
and ſpiritual inſtitution, and built on the moſt 
ſound and ſolid foundations. It has nothing in 
it but what is wiſe and worthy of God. De- 
baſe it not by any ſuperſtitious and ſilly fancies, 
You ſee what an handle its enemies make of the 
ſuperſtitions of — their — 

2 U 


* Jam. ii. 
+ Rom. ii. w/e. 


1 
b 
bl. 
q 
4 
q 
£ 


r; iu 544 ae 3 EIS 


59 1 — 8 


2 © om. &t m_ 


- — 8 


— 


— 


36 The CLOSE. 


It is indeed a very wrong charge againſt chriſ- 


tianity, but too righteous a charge againſt the 


generality of chriſtians. Guard againſt this there- 
fore with peculiar concern, Conceit no ima- 
ginary holineſs in perſons, places, times or uten- 
fils, as if, on ſuch account, your ſervices would 
be better accepted of God. Nothing can more 
debaſe the nature of chriſtian worſhip, nor more 
directly contradict? the expreſs declarations of our 
Saviour himſelf. He has told us, that “ where- 
ſocver two or three are aſſembled in his name be 
will be in the midſt of them. And that , they 
are the true worſhippers, who worſhip in ſpirit and 
in truth; and that the Father ſeeks ſuch to wor- 
ſhip him, whether they meet in a temple or 
tabernacle, in a barn, or the open air; whether 
they have a publick miniſter amongſt them in 
the vit line or out of it, or none but one 
made pro re nata, the beſt qualified among them. 


Nor, indeed, but order is very requiſite in 
publics worſhip, and a publick perſon to mi- 
niſter is requiſite to the orderly adminiſtration ; 
but to make it more than a point of order, 
and conceit that the adminiſtrator is neceſſary 
to the acceptance of the worſhippers, or their 
worſhip, is downright ſuperſtitious. It is the 
frame of ſpirit in worſhip, that God alone re- 
gards; it this be right, he accepts it; if wrong, 
he rejects it: nor do the fauls or ill founded pre- 
tenſions of the miniſter, in one caſe, render the 


ſincere worſhip or worſhipper unacceptable, nor 


the holy life or regular call and commiſſion of 
the 


Matt. xviii. 20. 
F Jahn iv. 23, 24. 
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the miniſter, in the other, render what is in- 
ſincere acceptable. Lay no ſtreſs on perſons or 
places, much leſs on the habits of the miniſter 
or ornaments of the place, or ſhew a fondneſ for 
finery, external gaudineſs and ſhew in worſhip : 
they who meet to offer up their hearts to God, 
will have little regard to what may captivate the 
eyes, or ſtrike the imagination. Theſe gay and 
glittering appearances can never Help, but na- 
turally hinder devotion and ſpirituality in wor- 
ſhip. Outward pomp may ſuit the taſte of an 
earthly prince, who can fre no deeper than the 
outſide, God, who can loo into the heart, 
requires an internal reverence and veneration, 
ſuch as external ſhew cannot excite, but will na- 
turally divert the mind from it. Make no times 
holy, but what God himſelf has made fo, much 
leſs call days of idleneſ by ſacred names. Ima- 
gine not that either /ong prayers or ſhort ones, 
thoſe by a form, or thoſe from the free /ug- 
geſtions of a man's own mind, render acceptable 


to God; it is hearty and cordial devotion he 


alone accepts : the words without the heart reach 
not his ears, whether the church's words, or thoſe 
of any private perſon. 


BE as ſenſible of the weakneſs of human un- 
derſtanding, and the failures and frailties of hu- 
man conduct, as the matter requires, and there- 
fore free from /elf-conceit and overbearing pride, 
and forbearing and charitable to honeſt minds 
in differing ways of thinking. And as you pre- 
tend not to be impeccable, but in many things 
offend, fanſy not yourſelves infallible, but own 
you may in many things miſtake, and that poſſi- 
bly in matters wherein you are molt confident, 


And 
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And as you would humbly hope for acceptance 
with God, when you have ſincerely ſought to 
know and do his will, tho you may be guilty 
of involuntary miſtakes, have the /ame hopes 
concerning others, tho* they may not think juſt 
as you do, or expreſs themſelves in the ſame 
words, when you have all good reaſon to be- 
lieve them as ſincere in their endeavours to 
pleaſe God, as yourſelves, and love and eſteem 
them accordingly. Draw not as hateful inferences 
as you can from other mens opinions, and 
charge theſe on them as heir ſenſe, and make 
this an occaſion to abate your chriſtian love 
(which in ſcripture language is to hate in a 
degree) or to feed jealouſies and ſuſpicions, and 
by degrees wrath, and ſpite, and ill- will, and 
then perſecute with the 7ongue, and diſtreſs in 
their circumſtances, if you cannot farther hurt 
or deſtroy. Who when his lord comes, would 
be found thus beating his fellow ſervants? And 
what is there, that gives thinking infidels a 
greater prejudice againſt the religion of Jeſus, 
than to fee his diſciples treat each other in this 
unnatural manner ? 


Nay, as to thoſe who diſbelieve your holy 
religion throughout, and give out that it is not 
from God, endeavour to weaken its evidences, 
nay, poſſibly to render it ridiculous and hate- 
ful, pity them, pray for them; endeavour, as 
you are able, in a ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſhew 
the weakneſs of their reaſonings, but forbear 
your hands, If you cannot filence them with 
argument, don't fall on them with opprobrious 
language, much leſs with more unchriſtian age: 
break not in upon their /iberties as Tor 

oin 


Tbe CLOSE. 39 


Join in no perſecution, no proſecution of them. 
What is virtuous in them, approve, commend. 
Conqer their averſions to your religion, by 
kindneſs Ad gentleneſs. Let them have full free- 
dom to propoſe their doubts, or offer their ar- 
guments, If they treat the ſubje& with inde. 
cency, this muſt recoil on hemſelves, it cannot 
hurt the chriſtian cauſe. And if they are men 
of looſe lives, and corrupt morals, let not this be 
made fuel to a furious and flaming zeal, or 
ſanctify violence and cruelty in you towards 
them. At leaſt let this be check'd, till you 
find an equal, or even greater zeal againſt thoſe, 
who, under the chriſtian name, are /ooſe and 
immoral in their manners, tho they may be as 
forward as any in their oppoſition to unbelie- 
vers, as fierce and clamorous againſt them, For 
theſe are the worſe enemies to chriſtianity of 
the two, They openly caſt off all reverences for 
it, and ſhew no regard to its laws, whilſt they 
prefeſs to believe it, and glory in the chriſtian 
name; they are traitors as well as enemies, ſpeak 
their Redeemer fair, and call him Lord, yet in 
fact renounce his authority, and declare, by their 
behaviour, that hey will not have him to reign 
over them, When as f every one who names the 
name of Chriſt, ſhould depart from iniquity, or if 
they do not, f as workers of iniquity be bid de- 
part from him. And as much as a perfidions 
traitor is worſe than an open and avowed ene- 
my, ſo much is a looſe, debauched or openly 
immoral chriſtian, than even a vicious infidel ; 


and by the rea! chriſtian ſhould be more diſ- 
liked 


Luke xix. 14. 
+ 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
7 Matt. vii. 23. 
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liked and ſhunn'd, according to apoſtolical ad- 
vice and direction, I wrote to you in an epiſtle, 
not to company with fornicators : yet ht altogether 
with the fornicators of this world, nor with —— 
But now 1 have written to you not to keep com- 
pany, if any man that is called a brother (viz. 
chriſtian) be a fornicator cr idolater, or railer, or 
drunkard with ſuch an one no not to eat, 
to have no friendly intercourſe. 


TRAT muſt therefore be an annatural and 
prepoſterous zeal, that flames out againſt an in- 
fidel however wicked, and at the ſame time ca- 
reſſes an immoral brother, Whereas the apoſtle 
forbids all friendly intimacies with the laſt, when 
he allows them with the other, Let your diſ- 
pleaſure better ſuit the apoſtle's direction, and 
riſe higheſt againſt thoſe who, in his account, 
are moſt criminal. But let not your zeal againſt ei- 
ther be miſchievous; hate that character moſt which 
is indeed the worlt, but hurt neither, A looſe 
infidel is nothing near ſuch a monſter as a looſe 
chriſtian. The firf acts in more conſiſtency with 
himſelf and principles; e laſt flies directly in 
the face of his religion; his therefore is a cha- 
racter the moſt deſerving blame ; and every real 
chriſtian ſhould eſteem it ſo. But to have a 
fondneſs for ſuch an one, to ſignify good liking to 
him, or approbation of him, when a man's blood 
boils at he other, and he is avoided, hated and 
purſued with hurtful rage and vengeance, is ina 
true chriſtian an unnatural and prepoſterous con- 
duct; it muſt give an inſidel an apprehenſion of 
his weakneſs and inconſiſtency, or give him a very 
diſadvantageous notion of his religion. For he 
muſt think either he does not underſtand it; or 


not 
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not act according to it; or he muſt think his 
religion conntenances immorality, and that the 
profeſſion of it, if attended with Hatred and op- 
poſition to thoſe who diſbelieve it, will atone 
for the moſt flagrant violations of the /awws of 
nature. 


Lr not religious ſervices, or exerciſes of 
devotion, interfere with other duties of the fami- 
ly, any more than family affairs joſtle out de- 
votion. Afford a proper time for each. Nor 
let any private duties hinder more important 
ones you owe the publick, In your dealings 
be honeſt, be punctual to your words, and faith- 
ful to your promiſes, let nothing that has e ap- 
pearance of deceit or tricking, be ſeen in any part 
of your conduct. 


Nox think yourſelves, nor give the world 
occaſion to het, religion is a ſullen, ſour, mo- 
roſe or melancholly thing, or inconſiſtent with 
any zrue rules of civility, courteſy or good man- 
ners. Endeavour by meekne/s and gentleneſs, by 
tenderneſs and pity, by courteſy and kindneſs, by 
condeſcenſion to inferiors, by all good offices to 
thoſe you can ſerve and reaſonably oblige, to 
ſhew that your religion is the bz/t natured in 
the world, and that unfeigned good. wi ro man- 
kind runs thro? it all. It will, if duly followed, 
ace and recommend thoſe in higheſt rank, and 
moſt politely bred. It will reconcile thoſe in 
meaneſt ſtate to their condition and circum- 
ſtances, make them grateful to benefactors, ob- 
ſervant and obliging to ſuperiors, and contented 
and eaſy in their ſtations, and thus cement man- 
kind of all forts and ranks, and tie them to- 
F gether 
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gether by the ſweeteſt and the ſtrongeſt bands. 
Labour heartily, whatever your condition in the 
world be, /o to live and act, that your religion 
may appear, in its own amiable and engaging 
form. 


AND you, who have ability, be ſure to re- 
commend your religion by doing good in pro- 
portion, even all the good you can; to + do 
good and communicate forget not, for with ſuch ſa- 
crifices God is well pleaſed, Remember that thoſe 
who are *-rich in this world, are charged not to 
be high minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God, who giveth us all things rich- 
ly to enjoy; lo do good, to be rich in good works, 
ready to deſtribute, free to communicate. Nothing 
is more znalural in a chriſtian than greedy, 
griping and oppreſſive meaſures in getting wealth, 
or a penurious, narrow ſoul, that ſeems to grudge 
himſelf, and thoſe to whom he ſhould impart 
the wealth with which the Lord of all entruſts 
him. It is the ble/ing of God maketh rich. And 
thoſe whom he thus bleſſes, are but his 
ſtewards, and the diſpenſers of his bounty. Part 
indeed 1s their own property, and to be uſed 
for themſelves, but part they are bound to 
communicate to thoſe who need. If chriſtians . 
keep that wealth wholly to themſelves, or hoard 
it up for their deſcendants, much more for they 
know not who, which God requires them to 
ſcatter, for the ſervice of their country, for pro- 
moting the good of mankind, cither ſpiritual or 
temporal, for the encouragement of the indu- 

ſtrious, 


+ Heb. xii. 
1 in. Vi. 17, 181 
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ſtrious, or refreſhing the bowels of the nere 
tous, they wrong him, are unfaithful in their 
truſt, injurious to their fellow creatures, and de- 
prive themſelves of the ſatisfaction and ſolace 
which a benevolent mind feels in doing good to 
others. They often lay up what the next taker 
laviſhes away, and make proviſion for the ruin 
of their children, inſtead of laying up for them- 
ſelves a good foundation for the time lo come, that 
they may lay hold of eternal life. 


WHarT can be more incongruous, what more 
refroachful to the chriſtian profeſſion than ſuch 
a narrow ſtingy ſoul, ſo graſping and yet ſo 
cloſe a fi? An inſatiate greedineſs for gain, 
without an heart to do any good, with what 
one has to ſpare? How unlike the example 
of the bleſſed Redeemer is this, who tho * he 
had not where to lay his head, | went about do- 
ing good, Flow unlike the bleſſed God, who [| is 
good and doth good, How little of that love, kindneſs 
and good-w:ll does it manifeſt, which are ſo much 
inculcated by the precepts, and prompted by 
the motives of the goſpel, and recommended by 
our Lord's example? what evidence can there 
be of reigning love to Bod or men in one 
+ who having this world's gods ſees others in want, 
and yet withholds his hand? Thoſe who are in- 
deed touch'd with a ſenſe of God's love, his free 
and undeſerved love, his rich and flowing mer- 


cy, in Chriſt Feſus to ſinful men, muſt have 


2 flow- 


* Luke 11.58. 
T Acts 1. 38. 

„ Pfal. cxix. 68. 
+ 1 John iii. 17. 
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flowing bowels, and large, free and communi- 
cative hearts and hands. The truly chriſtian 
heart is tender, ſenſible how much it ſtands 
in need of God's mercy z; and the feeling of 
its own wants, gives it a fellow feeling of the 
miſeries and wants of others, and makes ready 
to impart for their relief according to its power, 
and oftentimes beyond it, But a covetous, cloſe 
and niggardly ſpirit is a diſbonour to the chriſ- 
tian name. Nothing can give a more di 
graceful repreſentation of our holy and divine 
religion, nor ſtand in more direct oppoſition to 
it. 


 THross of you whom God bleſſes with a- 
bundance, and proſpers in your eſtate and 
trades, take care to behave as faithful ſtewards 
of the moſt high. Conſider yourſelves as 
truſtees for thoſe who want what you can 
ſpare, and ſhew that you look upon it as a 
ble//ing, that you have it in your power, and 
find your hearts diſpoſed to bleſs others out of 
your abundance. Indeed “ looking well to the 
ftate of your lands, and flocks and herds , di- 
ligence and induſtry in trade and buſineſs, are 
your duty. An tdleg uſeleſs, and much more 
a riotous and waſted life, a chriſtian ſhould 
abhor, but hate a greedy, gra/ping, narrow ſpi- 
rit ; and think it both your duty and your pri- 
vilege, to lay out of your abundance for the 
good of others, for the ſafety and ſervice of your 
country, the ſpiritual or temporal good of 
mankind. Let the T bleffing of them who are 


ready 


* Prov. xxvii. 23. 


+ Job xxix. 23. 
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ready to periſh come upon you, and the bowels 
of the needy be refreſhed by you. * Do good 
to all, as you have opportunity and ability, 
eſpecially to them who are of the bouſbold 
faith: not only wait till 12 ſhall of- 
fer, but ſeek for ſuch, to ſhew your hearts are 
ſet on doing, good. 


IN DEE D between the poor diſtinction ſhould 
be made; all are not to be pitied alike, nor 
with the ſame readineſs ſupplied and relieved : 
the lazy, idle, waſteful and luxurious poor, de- 
ſerve little compaſſion. The apoſtle gave 
command, TÞ that they who would not work, nei- 
ther ſhould they eat; but that even thoſe who 
live by their work, ſhould labour with their 
hands, not only that 4 they may eat their own 
bread, but that they may have whberewith 10 
help thoſe in need. Not ſure the idle, who will 
not work, but boſe who either are for the 
preſent out of work or diſabled. A plain evi- 
dence, by the way, that chriſtian religion 1s 
no enemy to induſtry, nor friend to lazi- 
neſs or idleneſs. Nor the goſpel, according to 
this author's ſuggeſtion, hurtful to a trading na- 
tion. But the induſtrious poor, when lickneſs 
or age prevents their labour, are proper ob- 
Jets of chriſtian compaſſion. Such, you who 
are able, ſhould with pleaſure relieve and help. 
To ſuch be ſure to bear a pitying heart, and 


ſtretch out a relieving hand. Nor give as if 


you 


* Gal. vi. 10. 
+ 2 Theſſ. iii. 10. 
+ Eph. iv. 28. 
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you grudged what you beſtow ; but- as thoſe 
who rejoice at ſuch an opportunity, and are 
much pleaſed that by ſuch a ſervice, you can 
teſtify your gratitude to your Lord and Sa- 
viour, and manifeſt your great good will to 
men. Think often of that ſaying of your Sa- 
viour, what * do you more than others? And ſee 
that in real uſefulneſs, in true benevolence, you 
be out-done by none. As your religion furniſhes 
the moſt powerful motives to the being and 
doing good, be aſhamed that any, from the 
influence of leſs powerful motives, ſhould do 
more good than you. But not only look to 
it, that your own conduct give no occaſion to 
unbelievers to reproach your religion, but, 


Secondly, ENDEavouR heartily that all un- 
der your care and influence be truly religious, 
Inſti] as early as you can, true virtue and re— 
ligion into your children, but with a wiſe re- 
gard to their capacities; not by amuſing them 
with ſpeculations «/zlz/s and out of their reach; 
but the plain principles of religion, and rules of 
duty that are Jevel to their underſtanding. 
Teach them an awful regard to ruth, in all 
they eat, and honeſty in all they do to go- 
vern and controu] their appetites and paſſions ; 
to love, and do the kindeſt offices for one an- 
other. Inſpire them with 7Zenderneſs and com- 
paſſion for the miſerable, and with ſincere good 
will to all their kind, to men as men, hat- 
ever their ſentiments may be as to religion. 
Poſſeſs them, as ſoon as poſſible, with a /e»/e of » 
God, a reverence and love for him, and teach 

them 


* Matt. v. 47. 
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them to do all this duty out of obedience to 
him, the beſt foundation of religion, Make 
them alſo feel, as ſoon as you can, the force 
of chriſtian motives, the powerful conſiderations 
of a future ſtate. Virtue is, indeed, an amiable 
thing in itſelf, but its native charms will not 
have power to draw and keep the heart, in a 
thoufand inſtances of temptation, without ſome 
foreign advantages. How lovely ſoever, few 
hearts will be retained in its intereſts, without 
a dowry, Make it as amiable to your chil- 
dren as you can, but let them know that it is 
likely to be crowned, with an exceeding recom- 
penſe of reward, And let Vice be painted as 
ugly, and as odious as poſſible, to their minds; 
but let them alſo know how its ways take hold 
of death, and its ſteps lead down to bell. Watch 
over them with the tendereſt care. Guard 
from temptations which themſelves want ſkill 
to ſhun, Prompt not their appetites of any 
kind thro* foohſh fondneſs, nor feed and en- 
courage them by criminal indulgence. Vet don't, 
by too great vigor, and /everity, alienate their 
hearts or from yourſelves, or from their duty. 
Set them an example of every thing commen- 
dable, virtuous, uſeful and divine. Keep them 
with the utmoſt care from the influence of bad 
company and bad examples. Train them up in 
love to bu/ineſs, and an utter deteſtation of idle- 
neſs, of all uſeleſs and, much more, hurtful ex- 
erciſe and employment. By ſerious a:11monitions 
and counſels, direct and warn them againſt all luſt 3 
by friendly reproofs and kind corrections, when ne- 
ceſſary, reclaim them from it, and ſhew the p1y- 
ing heart, whilſt you lay on the correing hand, 
and that neceſſity is upon you, or you would 

refrain, 
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refrain, what duty and kindneſs, not paſſion 
and reſentment, make you act. But thoſe who 
are ſtubborn in their wickedneſs, and utter] 
incorrigible, after all poſſible methods of amend- 
ment have been tried, renounce, caſt off, how 
much ſoever natural affeftion relucts. And let 
them know, that thoſe who renounce God and 
virtue, and break thro' all the ſtrongeſt bonds 
of duty to the ſupreme vuler and parent of 
mankind, ſhould be blotted from all earthly pa- 
rents hearts. 


Nor be concerned only that your children 
be religious, virtuous and uſeful in the church 
and world, but that all under your care, ſer- 
vants, apprentices, pupils, be religious too. *Tis 
from families that religion and good order 
muſt ſpread themſelves chro* larger ſocielies. 
Miniſters will labour much in vain, if family 
order and religion be neglected. Tho you 
muſt not make idols nor oracles of them, nor 
renounce your 0wn underſtandings, to be led 
by theirs, they ſhould be efteemed for their 
words ſake, and be helped by all good chriſ- 
tians in it. Aſſiſt them in their work, by 
making all under gour care, as religious as you 
can. 


Lr your very friendſhip, as well as your 
authority, be made ſerviceable to the intereſts 
of your religion, and your love to friends be 
ſhewn, by your endeavour to infuſe into them 
the love of your Redeemer, of bis religion, 
and every thing that is virtuous. Make your 
conver/ation, and, as much as poſlible your 


pleaſures 
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pleaſures and diverſions ſubſervient to this de- 
ſign, In a word; labour to be as %u, as 
you can, and live bleſſings to your families, q 
your neighbourhoods, your acquaintance and your 4 
country, Let your intereſt among all your de- 
pendants be uſed for this end, let your in- 
fluence this way reach as far as it can, let 
your good example lead all that know you, to 
be good chriſtians, good neighbours, good pa- 
triots, as endearing to their neareſt relations, 
and as benevolent and wſeful to them, their 
countrymen, and all mankind, as poſſible : And 
that without any mixtures of hat wrath or 
furious zeal againſt any that worketh not the 
righteouſneſs of God, Yet ſhew, on all occa- 
ſions a deteſtation againſt every ſin ; rouze 
yourſelves to a vindication of oppreſs'd and in- 
jured innocence, and oppoſe whatever is incon- 
ſiſtent with the rights and liberties of mankind, 
or is deſtructive of the publick peace and weal. 
And now, 


Secondly, I SHALL take the liberty to 
addreſs the vicious and immoral part of the 
chriſtian world, who live at open variance 
with the Redeemer*s laws, the precepts chriſ- 
tianity, 


You ſee what an handle unbelievers make 
of your conduct, to detract from the honour 
of chriſtianity, and deny its divine original. 
The world, they tell us, is little mended by 
it, and multitudes under the chriſtian name, are 
as leud and debauched, as ſelfiſh in their tem- . 
per, as fraudulent in * dealings, as e 
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and oppreſſive, as much enemies to the tran- 
quillity and good of ſocieties, as hurtful, miſ⸗ 
chievous and cruel, as thoſe you have been 
taught to condemn, deſpiſe and hate, as hea- 
bens. The fact is but too true. The blame, 
indeed, is not to be fairly laid where 'they are 
fond of laying it. The religion of Jeſus de- 
ſerves no blame,, on your account : but you, 
who give them this handle, cannot be hlame- 
leſs. You are indeed exceeding criminal, inju- 
rious to the religion you profeſs, and anſwer- 
able for all the miſchief that enſues to it, or 
to the ſouls of men, prejudiced againſt it, by 
the falſe appearance it makes in your wicked 
lives. What 1s religion jn notion or profeſſion 
only? or any farther than it reaches mens 
hearts, and influences and directs their a#ions ? 
If your hearts and actions are thus under the 

er and direction of chriſtianity, how bad a 
religion muſt it be? and how unworthy of 
God? When you are guilty of ſuch flagrant 
and ſhameful enormities, as would put honeſt 
beathens ta the bluſh ? But if you live a con- 
tradiftion to all the principles and rules of 
chriſtianity, why do you blaſpheme it, by aſſu- 
ming the chriſtian name ? 


Bur monſtrous tis indeed, for any of you, 
to ſhew a zeal, a fiery, deſtructive zeal againſt 
infidelity, when ſober and virtuous infidels are 

et beiter chriſtians than you, For tho we 
ave more in chriſtianity than the bare reli- 


gion of nature, yet the whole religion of na- 


ture is adopted into it, And he who lives at 
ppen defiance with its laws and rules, is much 


7 


The CLOSE. 51 
leſ a chriſtian, than an heathen or infidel, who 
better obſerves them. 


E1THER quit your pretenſions, then, to 
chriſtianity, or mend your lives. The true 
faith of a chriſtian muſt be * hewn by bis 
works, He whoſe deeds are at perfect diſa- 
greement with the laws and rules of chriſti- 
anity, is 0 believer of it. Such wicked livers 
have no lot nor portion in the kingdom of 
God, + Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of Gd? Be not decei- 
ved, neither fotnicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
terers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mankind, zor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, Hall 
inberit the kingdom of God. And ſuch were ſome 
of you but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſantiified, 
but ye are juſtified, &c. You ſee here, that 
chriſtianity correffs ſuch wicked practices, or 
diſclaims . ſuch as continue in them. They ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, neither that 
of grace here, nor of glory hereafter. So that, 
in truth, whilſt you live in a courſe of known, 
and wilful, and much more of groſs and ſcan- 
dalous ſins, you are chriſtians only in name, 
and to that name you are a ſcandal and re- 
proach, You no more truly) believe your re- 
ligion divine, than infidels do. Ceaſe then 
your diſpleaſure againſt hn, and turn it againſt 
yourſelves, your evil deeds and inclinations. Ere 
you blame them mend your own hearts and 

| G 2 man- 


* Jam. ii. 18. 
+ 3 Cor, vi. 9, 10, 11. 
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manners. Don't harden them by your wick- 
ed practices in their infidelity, Lad then con- 
demn them, quarrel with and hate them for 
it. You are of the /ame party, in the ſame 
intereſts with the very worſt of them: as much 
enemies to chriſtian religion, if not more : 
thoſe of them who are ſober and virtuous, are 
more in the intereſts of your Saviour than 
you. Tho they believe not his religion, they 
pay a regard to ſome of his laws, they "_ 
not his law are yet a law to themſelves, and 
by nature the things contained in the law, Where- 
as you call him Lord, indeed, but trample on 
his authority and the very dictates of nature 
too. Act no more in this ſelfcontradicting 
manner, but either be what you profeſs, or 
profeſs to be what you are. Either live un- 
der the influence of chriſtian principles, and 
lead chriftian /ives, or honeſtly renounce your 
principles, and lift yourſelves among unbe- 
lievers, the very worſt and moſt vicious of 
them, for thoſe who are viriuous will abhar and 
diſclaim you. 


Woulp you but attend to the monſtrous 
inconſiſtency of your conduct with your afſu- 
med character, you would be ſhocked at it, 
and either brow off your character, or make 
your conduct better /t it, A chriſtian rake, 
a chriſtian t, a chriſtian whoremonger or adul- 
terer, a chriſtian knave, a chriſtian thief or rob- 
ber, &c. How uncouth and ill match'd an 
epithet is here? how frightful and hideous are 
the jarring ſounds ? Does not the contradiction 
ſtarc every one in the face? and ſhould you not 


dread, 


The CLOSE. 53 


dread, under the chriſtian name, to be what 
is moſt abhorrent from chriſtianity ? and live in 
the practice of what it moſt expreſly con- 
demns and forbids? If yeu have any value 
for your religion, if you bear any good-will to 
mankind, or even to your own ſouls, either 
be chriſtians indeed, or no longer pretend to the 


name, and by ſuch groundleſs pretenſions profane 
and blaſpheme it. 


You are called by chriſtianity to be ſaints, 
and you profeſs eſteem and veneration for 
ſome who have been ſuch; but if you are 
ſamples of what ſaints have been, how much 
are names and things confounded ? and what 
juſt occaſion is given unbelievers, to complain 
of the abuſe of words, Sardanapalus, Nero, Ca- 
ligula, Domitian, Heliogabalus, and the moſt 
infamous names in heathen ſtory, might, on as 
good a foot, be fainted too. And if from 
ſuch ſamples men may make a judgment of 
your religion, it muſt be the ſcorn and ab- 
horrence of mankind. For God's fake, if 
that awful name has any authority or weight 
with you, make a ſtand, bethink yourſelves 
what you are doing; and have ſo much pity 
on yourſelves, and on thoſe unbelievers your 
ungodly and immoral practices help to harden, 
as to ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well; 
or elſe haſten out of chriſtian churches, and 
herd with thoſe of like morals with your- 
ſelves, tho diſbelieving the religion you pro- 
fels. 


IF 
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Ir you pretend to principles different from 
theirs, this is but pretence. For what are 
religious principles, without proper influences 
and effects? A cypher, a thing of nothing. 
Your chriſtian principles, if you have any, 
have no ſuch influence, produce no ſuch ef- 
fects. You are ſlaves to yeur appetites and 
pa//ions, Theſe paſs all bounds, ſcorn the re- 
ſtraint of chriſtian laws, and are in fact, the 
only principles by which you are influenced and 
ated. By herding with /ooſe infidels, you on- 
ly herd with ſuch as are agreed with you in 
principles, You may have others in your heads, 
but the ſame with theirs bear ſway in your 
heart. If they are not chriſtians in name, you 
are chriſtians in nothing but the name. In 
heart and life their religion and yours are 
one. And it is much more fit and reaſonable, 
that your principles and practices ſhould ſuit, * 
than that your lives ſhould give the lye to 
your profeſſion, or belye and miſrepreſent your 
religion to the world. Or let your princi- 
ples, therefore, correct your practices, and mend 
your lives; or, if you will go on in your 
wicked ways, let not infidels any more re- 
proach chriſtianity with your conduct, but take 
you into their fraternity, and have you fully for 
their own. 2 


Sven wicked livers are the reproach of any 
chriſtian church. And did the true ſpirit of 
chriſtianity reign in miniſters and people, ſuch 
corrupt livers would quickly be purged out of 
every church, whilſt every church would be 


open 
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open to all good men, of every denomination 
among chriſtians. Tho, ſince the world got 
into the church, and / and ambitious cler- 
gymen had ends of their own to ſerve, by 
ſoothing princes and people in their vices, their 
zeal has run exceeding high againſt hereſy and 
ſchiſm, whilſt they have connived at groſs treſ- 
paſſes on the laws of nature, in thoſe who 
would ſerve the purpoſes of their ambition; 
and the worſt of men have been fainted, and 
their raging paſſions let looſe on. the beſt, 


who have been expoſed to publick hatred and 
ſcorn. | 


Bur whatever has been done of this kind, 
you who lead lives openly immoral, are never | 
the better for the chriſtian name your bear, | 
nor the religion you profeſs: but will indeed 
periſh with an heavier doom at laſt, for living 
the diſgrace of your profeſſion, and a lye to 
. it by your wicked lives. And tho men aſ- 
ſuming ſacred characters, who have ends to 
ſerve by you, may accept, commend and ap- 


plaud you now, yet the righteous judge of 
the world who * will render to every one ac- 


cording to bis works, will diſclaim and con- 
demn you at laſt, and bid Þ you depart from him 
as workers of iniquity, and vile and perfidious 
diſhonourers of that holy name now called on 
you. T Let no man deceive you. In this the 
children of God are manifeſt, and the children of 
the devil: he that doth not righteouſneſs is not 
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of God, neither be who loveth not his bro- 


ther. Ze not deceived, God is not mocked. 


Whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
reap. He who ſoweth of the fleſh, ſhall of the 


fleſh reap corruption. + And indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh will be on ever 


foul that doth, and continueth to do evil, 


whether jew or gentile, chriſtian or infidel. 


Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
+ Rom. ui. 8, 9. 


THE END. 
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3. An Ordination Sermon, preached at Chicheſter, 
Jan. 9. 1706-7, | 

4. Uncommon Bleſſings of Providence, how to 
be improved by a ſinful Nation, Feb. 17. 1708-9. 

5. Religion and\ Loyalty: A Sermon preached 
on Jan. 30. 1713-14. at Portſmouth, 

6. The Charge of Schi/m againſt the Diſſenters 
diſcharged, in Anſwer to a Tract of the Reverend 
Mr. Norris on that Subject. | 

7. A noble King a Bleſſing to a Layd: An Ac- 
ceſſion Sermon preached at Portſmouth, Fan. 20, 
1714-15. 

8, Jewiſh and Popiſh Zeal deſcribed and com- 
pared. A Sermon, Nov. 5. 1718. 

9. Joy and Trembling : A Thankſgiving Ser- 
mon at the Old Ferry, for the Suppreſſion of the 
Rebellion, Zune 7. 1716. 

10. The Error of them who deviſe Evil, A 
Sermon preached at the Old Fewry, Nov. 5. 1716. 

11. Foy and Thankfulneſs to God: Recom- 
mended to all who favour our Sovereign's righ/e- 
ous Cauſe, A Thankſgiving Sermon, Aug. 1. 
1717. | 

4 4 The Guilt and Infamy of National Ingrati- 
tude, A Sermon preached in the Old Jerry, 


Nov. 5. 1717. 
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13. A Sermon preached at Salters-hall, to the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners, June 30. 
1718. 

f 14. The Evil and Abſurdity of Perſecution, 
Nv. 5. 1718. | 

16. God glorified by offering Praiſe. A Thankſ- 
giving Sermon, Aug. 1.1719. | 

16. God's Goodneſs to a People in ſetting a wiſe 
and good King over them, A Sermon at Lille 
St, Hellens, May 29. 1721. 

17. Hyinns and Spiritual Songs, in Three Books, 
I. On various Subjects. II. Adapted to the Lord's 
Supper. III. For particular Meaſures. 1720. 

18, Sermons on ſeveral Subjects: On right re- 
ceiving the Word preached, Chriſt a Bleſſing 
to Jets and Gentiles, Living and Dying to the 
Lord. The Incarnation. The pouring out the 
Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles the Effect of Chriſt's 
Exaltation. Laying up Treaſure in Heaven. 
Walking that will pleaſe God. The Evidence 
of Miracles for Chriſtianity. Abounding more 
and more in what will pleaſe God. The Uſe 
and Abuſe of God's Judgments on others, 8 vo. 
1722. 

19. A Letter to the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Reynolds. 1722. | 

20, A fit Rebuke to a ludicrous Infidel: In 
ſome Remarks on Mr. Woolſton's Fifth Diſcourſe 
on Miracles, With a Preface concerning the 
Proſecution of ſuch Writers by the Civil Powers, 
8v0. 1731. | 
21. A Defence of the Religion f Nature, and 
the Chriſtian Revelation, againſt the defective 
Account of the one, and the Exceptions againſt 
the other, in a Book, entitled, Chriſtianity as 
old as the Creation. With the Clo/e, in an Ad- 
dreſs 


BOOKS printed for R. Foro. 


dreſs to Chriſtian Miniſters, and the Chriſtian 
People. S vo. 1732. 


1. A Paraphraſe and Notes upon St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to Philemon, attempted in Imitation of 
Mr. Lockes manner: with an Appendix; in 
which is ſhewn, that St. Paul could neither 
be an Enthuſiaſt, nor an Impoſtor, and conſe- 
quently the Chriſtian Religion muſt be (as he 
has repreſented it) heavenly and divine. 

2. A Paraphraſe and Notes on St. Paul's firſt 
Epiſtle to the Theſalonians, in Imitation of 
Mr. Locke's manner. 

3. A Paraphraſe and Notes upon St. Paul's 
ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, in Imitation 
of Mr. Lockes manner. To which are annex'd, 
Two brief Diſſertations, I. Concerning the King- 
dom of God, 2 Thef. i. 5. II. Concerning the 
Man of Sin, Sc. 2 Theſ, i ii. 3, Cc. 

4. A Paraphraſe and Notes on St. Paul's firſt 
Epiſtle to Timotby, in Imitation of Mr. Locke's 
manner: with an Appendix concerning Inſpira- 
tion; occaſioned by St. PauPs Advice to Timothy, 

1 Tim. v. 23. By the Author of the Paraphraſe 
and Notes on St. Paul's Epiſtles to Philemon, and 
firſt and ſecond to the Theſſalonians. 
5. The Doctrine of the Paſſions explained and 
improved ; or, A brief and comprehenſive 
Scheme of the natural Aﬀections of Mankind, 
attempted in a plain and eaſy Method : with an 
Account of their Names, Nature, Appearances, 
Effects, and different Uſes in human Life. To 
which are ſubjoined, moral and divine Rules for 
the Regulation of them. By IJ. Watts, D. D. 
The ſecond Edition, Pie and enlarged. He 
that hath no rule over bis own Spirit, is like a City 
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that is broken down, and without V. alls Prov, 
xxv. 28. 

6. A Diſcourſe concerning the Nature and 
Deſign of the Lord's Supper; in which the 
principal things relating to this Inſtitution are 
briefly con ſider'd, and ſhown to ariſe out of 
one ſingle Notion of it, viz, As a Memorial of 
the Death of Chriſt, By Henry Grove. 

7. Sermons on the following Subjects. I. The 
Advantage of the Living above the Dead, 
II. The Comfort and Happineſs of true Be- 
levers. III. The Art of numbering our Days. 
IV. Elibu's Advice under Affliction. V. The 
Manner and Advantage of ſetting God always 
before us. VI. Jeſus Chriſt the Father's Ser- 
vant. VII. God the Shepherd, or Reſtorer of 
his People. VIII. The Repentance of a Church, 
its beſt and only Security. IX. The Removal 
of the Righteous, or decaying Piety, a Call for 
Prayer. X. The deplorable State of a People 
or atzen where Iniquity abounds. XI. Viſi. 
ble Judgment upon ſome, a loud Call upon 
others to cloſe and ſerious Reflection. XII. Chriſt 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, c. XIII. Eliſba's 
Cry after Elijab's God, Sc. By the late Reve- 
rend and Learned Mr. Edward Broadburſt. 

8. The Foundation of Moral Virtue re- con- 
ſidered and defended, againſt the Remarks of an 
anonymous Writer. By Thomas Mole. 

9. Lukewarmneſs in Religion repreſented 
and freproved. In two Sermons preached at the 
Merchant's Lecture at Salters: ball. To which 
is added, A Diſcourſe 3 falſe Zeal, By 
I Harris, D. D. CES 
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